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extent be said to play the part of sentinels to the organ-
ism. This peculiarity is particularly remarkable in the
skin, all those parts which are brought most necessarily
and frequently into contact with external objects, the
palms of the hands and feet and the natural orifices,
being especially sensitive. This attribute is also unmis-
takably the property of the tongue, which not only
possesses a delicate perceptive faculty for testing imme-
diate contact or temperature, but also for ascertaining
the chemical properties of the objects with which it is
brought into contact. It is scarcely necessary to remark
that the tongue thus becomes a most important critic
upon all the substances which are brought into the
mouth. This is also the case with the nasal cavity as a
whole, which is, indeed, only sensitive to actual contact,
here of rare occurrence, and to temperatures; a certain
part, however, the organ of smell, properly so-called, has
a peculiar perceptive faculty for testing the properties of
gaseous substances. Now, since the part specially organ-
ized as the organ of smell is only accessible to gaseous
substances, it is evident that it must act as a sentinel
towards the latter, and that, therefore, the gaseous sub-
stances which enter come as naturally and necessarily into
contact with the organ of smell, as the solid and liquid
substances introduced into the food-passages come into
contact with the tongue. The nasaj. cavity seems, there-
fore, to possess every characteristic of the natural air-
passage, a view entirely borne out by its construction,
which will be most easily and clearly understood if
regarded in its relation to the entering and the issuing
currents of air.

From what has been said, it would appear that one
portion of the mucous membrane must be specially
adapted for the organ of smell, and this would lead us to